CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix
Introduction 1
1 Disorders of Consciousness and the Permanent Vegetative State 15
2 Legal and Political Wrangling over Terri’s Life 35
3 In Context—Law and Ethics 57
4 Terri’s Wishes 77
5 The Limits of Evidence 96
6 The Implications of Surrogacy 112
7 Qualities of Life 128
8 Feeding 143
9 The Preservation of Life 162
10 Respect and Care: An Alternative Framework 173
Appendix: NRLC’s Model Act, as Proposed in State Legislation 189
Notes 193
Bibliography 201

Index 215





